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 As summer is winding down, everyoneõs 

preparing for the beginning of another school year. 

Some students have beaten the back to school 

blues, by doing their part in the community. Our 

focus this week is on the last finishing touches being 

done to ensure a safe return to school for area 

students. SYEP participants are literally cleaning up 

the act this summerõs end, by finishing up the last 

bits of paperwork and doing some final grounds 

keeping.  Whether it is mowing, trimming, blowing 

sidewalks clean or lining the parking lots, the SYEP 

has been there doing it this summer.  Area schools 

have been a little more hectic these last couple 

weeks due to anticipation and preparation; luckily 

SYEP participants have been there to give an extra 

hand in this transition.  In a time like this, everyone 

is more than thankful. 

 Summers naturally a time to let loose and 

enjoy, but the time has come for all the students to 

start cleaning up the act and getting back into the 

school year routine. We have visited elementary 

schools, middle schools, and colleges, and seen 

some amazing results.   

Right Photo Corey Barr scraping 

lockers clean at Elementary Mt. 

Pleasant.  

Below Photo Maranda Houston 

cleans lockers at Mary McGuire  

Elementary School in Mt. Pleasant .  

Crystal Wood cleaning at Breckenridge Community 

Schools. 

Allison Moore sorting packets for returning students at  

Carson City-Crystal Middle School.  



P a g e  2  
SYEP Digest 

Summer is almost over, which means that the SYEP is 

almost done with as well.  Many youth have finished their work 

projects and are done working so they can prepare to go back 

to school; but the schools need to prepare for the students to 

return as well. 

We went to the Ithaca and St. Louis Public Schools to 

talk with some of the participants who are still working and pre-

paring for the impending beginning of this school year, helping in 

whatever ways may be needed; cleaning, moving things around 

like desks and chairs, and getting papers ready for the school 

year. 

 
In Ithaca, we traveled to South Elementary where we 

spoke with Tyler Courter.  Tyler is a 19 year old youth from 

Sumner.  Heõs only been helping out at the school for a few days 

but has been on other work crews this summer.  So far, Tyler 

has been trimming trees and cleaning up brush around the 

school grounds.  òI wanted work experience and thatõs what Iõm 

getting.  It shows people how a real job can be.  The whole pro-

gram was a really cool idea,ó he says. 

We spoke to Tylerõs supervisor, Bill Stahl.  Bill hopes 

that Tyler gains basic knowledge of how a job works.  òThe pro-

gram is good.  It teaches kids what responsibilities are expected 

when they have a full time job.  Overall, itõs been a good experi-

ence for me, too.ó 

Tyler is using the money he earned this summer to fix 

his car.  He plans to get an associateõs degree in Criminal Justice 

and would like to become a crime scene photographer. 

 
Next was Nikkari Elementary in St. Louis, where par-

ticipants Derek Friend and Paul Odem were disassembling cafe-

teria benches.  Derek and Paul are both 20 years old and both 

are graduates of Alma High School. 

Derek is happy he has a job and is getting more job 

qualifications.  We asked if the program was helpful for his fu-

ture, Derek said, óYes, the more job skills, the better.  Itõs a 

great program; I wouldnõt have a job at all if this wasnõt around.ó  

Derek also said his favorite part of the summer program is going 

to the RESD. òI like it when they teach me how to present my-

self properly,ó he said. 

Derek is using his earned money to register his car.  He 

plans to pursue an education and career in welding using the 

Michigan Works! program. 

Paul Odem just seems happy to have a job.  Why did 

Paul join the SYEP? òI really needed a job this summer, and I just 

couldnõt find anything,ó he said.  Then when we asked Paul what 

he thought was the best part of the program, he told us, òjust 

having a job.  I have rent to pay and the money I make from this 

job is helping me take care of it.ó 

Paul also says heõs getting work experience, which he 

doesnõt have much of.  Overall, he says, òItõs a good program.  It 

gives everybody a chance to get a job.ó 

Paul plans to go to school to study Criminal Justice.  

Derak Friend and Paul Odem disassemble cafeteria benches at Nikkari Elementary.  

Tyler Courter, SYEP participant working for Ithaca Public Schools.  

Paul Odem taking screws out of the cafeteria bench.  
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 In Carson City this week the remaining 

SYEP participants working at Carson City- Crystal 

Public Schools are still putting some finishing 

touches on the school. Allison Moore, a 17 year old 

participant from Carson City, works at Carson City

-Crystal Schools doing clerical work in the main 

office. Allison enjoys getting packets ready for the 

students which help them prepare for a smooth 

return to school. òI like the fact that I can gain 

more work experience, and I didnõt know that it 

took this much work to run an office.ó Allison also 

told us the best part is learning all the different 

aspects of her position.    

 At the School, we met William Woods, an 

18 year old participant from Stanton. At the Carson 

City-Crystal School, William works with the custo-

dians. His summer has mostly consisted of painting 

fences and rails, trimming bushes as well as many 

other types of landscaping. òWorking here at the 

school, I have been learning new things. I have done 

work similar to this before when I worked at the 

Super 8 Motel in Ioniaó William told us. He believes 

SYEP is a very beneficial program for young adults 

who need help getting jobs. He also added, òIt gives 

them work experience and something to put on 

their resume.ó 

 Dennis Lance, supervisor of the grounds 

crew at Carson City-Crystal Schools, told us, òWe 

had about 16 participants working this summer. 

They do a great job and they are a lot of help.ó He 

thinks the program is a very rewarding experience 

for the participants.   

Allison Moore working in the office at Carson City-Crystal  Middle School.  

Dennis Lance, supervisor of the Carson City-Crystal custodial and grounds crew.  William Woods, SYEP Participant doing grounds at Carson City-Crystal Schools.  
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The SYEP Digest is brought to you courtesy of the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) 

Media Crew, consisting of Cassondra Martyn, Callie Maxwell, Charleigh Poindexter, Victoria Rodri-

guez. We are working hard daily serving Gratiot, Isabella, and Montcalm Counties, and the Cen-

tral Area Michigan Works! Consortium.  Our focus is to bring light to the youth 

whose lives are transformed by the SYEP, and show how a little career readiness 

Michigan Works! is an equal opportunity employer/program.  Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.  

Funding provided by the State of Michigan and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

 This week in Isabella County, the media crew vis-

ited McDonald Park in Union Township. David Whitney an 

18 year old participant took time to stop the lawn mower 

and answer a few questions for us. David told us he keeps 

busy mowing lawns, cutting trees, chipping wood and 

cleaning the bathrooms. òIõve learned different skills and 

the correct way things should be doneó David told us. Be-

ing part of the SYEP will be helpful in his future he has 

learned useful skills through hands on experience. David 

plans to go to Mid Michigan Community College, to pursue 

a career in the Medical field or be a corrections officer. He 

enjoys being in the program and being able to work out-

side.  

 The supervisor at McDonald Park, Jim Mclean told 

us, òWithout the participants we wouldnõt have been able 

to get as many projects done.ó The SYEP workers are a 

great help at McDonald Park and fill in for the regular em-

ployees, when they are not available. He told us òI would-

nõt hesitate having the participants come back next sum-

mer.ó  

 At Mid Michigan Community College on the first 

day of classes, we met Nicole Barnes, a 24 year old partici-

pant working in the Academic Student Center (ASC). In 

the ASC, Nicole, administers placement tests and assists 

students with online and make up tests.  She also creates 

student IDõs, does some filing and shreds old papers. 

Nicole completed an internship at the Veterans Memorial 

Library, where she gained work experience, so working in 

the ASC has been fairly easy. She is a student at Central 

Michigan University where she studies Travel and Tourism 

Public Relations. Nicole especially likes her coworkers be-

cause, òthey are nice and easy going, they are very clear 

and direct with the directions they give meó she said.   

David Whitney, mowing lawns at  McDonald Park in Union Township.  

Nicole Barnes, SYEP participant working at Mid Michigan Community College in Mt. 

Pleasant.  


