
  

On July 20th the 

Media Crew ventured off 

to Ithaca to visit with Jer-

emy Holloway, 19, from 

Carson City.  Jeremy is 

working in the Information 

Technology (IT) Depart-

ment of the Gratiot County 

Courthouse fixing com-

puters, setting up caller 

data bases, and reorganiz-

ing computer files.  Three 

weeks into the Summer 

Youth Employment Pro-

gram Jeremy has learned much 

more about computers and the 

countyôs data bases. 

While interviewing Jeremy 

he was interrupted by a call that 

came into the office. He promptly 

answered the call and directed the 

caller to the proper department. We 

were all very surprised with Jer-

emyôs knowledge of the courthouse. 

He knew the departments well 

enough to direct the caller to the 

proper department and de-

scribe their functions. 

When asked about a possible 

future in tech support Jer-

emy said, ñ Maybe not with 

technology necessarily but it 

does help. The work experi-

ence is nice and Iôll have a 

reference letter for the fu-

ture.ò  Jeremy went on to 

say ,ñWorking with adults 

gets me ready for working in 

professional environments, 

the adults have more maturity  too.ò 

Jeremyôs supervisor, Aaron 

Hubbard, Information Manager,  had 

only great things to say about his IT 

guy, ñJeremy is more mature than a 

lot of the adults I work with here.ò.  

When asked about the benefits of hav-

ing Jeremy there Hubbard replied 

positively,   ñA lot of projects were on 

the back burner and now they get the 

attention they need. Jeremy has  been 

able to focus on those projects,ò said 

Hubbard. 
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Jeremy Holloway, SYEP participant works in the Gratiot County Court-
house doing things related to the Information/Technology field. 

Aaron Hubbard, Information Manager at the 
Gratiot County Courthouse oversees Holloway 
on a day to day basis. 



I s a b e l l a  C o u n t y  

In Isabella County we visited the Isabella County 

Soup Kitchen just as the lunch rush was subsiding. There we 

met up with Teddi Alexander, 20, from Mount Pleasant who 

helps out by cooking, serving, and cleaning. As you walk into 

the soup kitchen you are instantly met at the door with smells 

of homemade goodness and there are pictures of the people 

who donated to the facility hanging on the wall. Taped to a 

serving station is a handwritten letter and picture of two chil-

dren who made a lemonade stand during their parentôs garage 

sale. The children took the proceeds from that lemonade stand 

and donated it to the soup kitchen. The two were able to raise 

$37.50 for an awesome cause. 

Teddi was clearing plates and wiping down tables when we 

arrived.   When asked how working at the soup kitchen was 

she said, ñI like it. Iôm learning a lot about cooking.ò   Teddi 

previously worked at a Wendyôs, but at the soup kitchen she 

gets a better cooking experience.  Teddiôs ultimate  goal is to 

work in retail. 

Genny Sobeski , Teddiôs supervisor and Director of 

the kitchen says, ñ I hope these girls can become more aware 

of poverty, learn to share, care, and about teamwork.ò She 

went on to say, ñ Weôre in the business of serving needy peo-

ple in the community. Seven days a week, no questions asked. 

Weôll help anyone who needs a hot meal.ò Genny is filled with 

compassion for the citizens she helps on a daily basis. 

As we were preparing to wrap up the interview, 

Genny received a knock on the back door of the soup kitchen. 

Awaiting beyond the door was a man with a car load of food to 

be donated. He and his wife had just celebrated their 50th wed-

ding anniversary and instead of anniversary presents they 

asked to be given canned goods and other food items for the 

soup kitchen. As the man unloaded the car Teddi stocked the 

pantry with the newly delivered food and Genny returned to 

our interview. She finished the interview by stating ñ Almost 

all the food served here is through donation and I am very 

thankful for Teddiôs help.ò 
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Teddi Alexander, 20, from Mt. Pleasant, wipes down ta-
bles at the Isabella Community Soup Kitchen. 

Genny  Sobeski, Director of the Isabella County 
Soup  Kitchen. 



M o n t c a l m  C o u n t y  

This week in Montcalm County our attention was focused on the Montcalm 

County Animal Shelter where Kelsey Stratton, 19, from McBride, is working. At the ani-

mal shelter Kelseyôs job is mainly secretarial but since working there she has found that 

she likes to work in the kennels. 

The animal shelter takes in lost and abandoned animals found in the area in 

hopes of finding them good homes later. When we got there Kelsey was holding a small 

puppy in her arms that had recently been found and brought to the shelter.  Kelsey, as we 

could tell,  had taken a liking to the straggly puppy with big eyes and a  mohawk haircut. 

 ñSince working here I have learned to take more initiative in working,ò said 

Kelsey, ñIôm hoping I can get a better understanding of some work ethics that can help me 

out later.ò Kelseyôs supervisor Patty Lentz, Shepherd native, is the director at the animal 

shelter and has 18 years experience in animal care. ñKelsey was quiet but she is now out 

of her shell and takes the initiative to do more things,ò said Lentz. 
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ñI am hoping I can get a 

better understanding of some 

work ethics that can help me 

out later.ò 

-Kelsey Stratton 

SYEP Digest 

Summer Youth Employment Program Participant Kelsey Stratton is holding a recently 
rescued puppy. The puppy will be nursed back to health, immunized, and then put up 
for adoption.  

Patty Lentz,  Director at the Montcalm 
County Animal Shelter. 



This week the Media Crew made a pit stop at the 

Gratiot-Isabella RESD to get a closer look at reme-

diation.  Many of the Summer Youth Employment 

Program participants are in the National Career 

Readiness Certificate program (NCRC), are working 

towards finishing their GEDôs, or are in the Credit 

Recovery program.  Many of the students are also 

learning about leadership and employability, and do-

ing teambuilding activities.  Our focus this week is on 

the remediation program. 

Calvin James Moffett, 20, from St. Louis was in the 

remediation session we sat in on.  Calvin, a crew 

member working at the Alma United Way, saw this 

as an important step for him to gain experience and 

get prepared for his future. 

ñToday we are describing our goals, and how to 

achieve them,ò said Calvin. 

Rebecca Gulick, from Ithaca, is one of the instructors.  

Her job is to educate the participants in computers, 

life skills, work readiness, team building, leadership, 

employability and green jobs. 

Her experience so far has been positive, allowing her 

to adapt to new groups and a new environment. 

As for the students, she believes it is beneficial as 

well.  ñIt gives them the opportunity and puts them a 

step ahead,ò said Rebecca. 

Tune in to next weekôs newsletter for a look at the 

NCRC program. 

The SYEP Digest is brought to you courtesy of the Summer Youth Employment Program 

(SYEP) Media Crew, consisting of Adam Helms, Tim Marr, Cassondra Martyn, Callie Maxwell, 

Charleigh Poindexter, Ashley Simmons and Meghyn Stevens. We are working hard daily serv-

ing Gratiot, Isabella, and Montcalm Counties, and the Central Area Michigan Works! Consor-

tium.  Our focus is to bring light to the youth whose lives are transformed by the SYEP, and 

show how a little career readiness goes a long way. 

Participants of the Summer Youth Employment Program take time  away  from work to participate in remediation training and partake in  fun 
teambuilding exercises. 


